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SUgjSCT : preparation for Bar Crises Trials 


At ay dir 
and are is pro 
crimes crisis. 


s the following steps bars beea taken 
of feeing taken with regard to war 


1. Circular telegraa sad airgraa setting forth C.S. 
poise of view SB war crises trials sad threat to prospects 
of poses that trials would create has been seat to all 

diplomatic sod consul or posts for use in appr oach ing 

gov eraa ents asd opinion leaders in host ccirntriaw.^ 

2, " XCSC has received agr latter pr o tist^ Sg-y&llc r '> ;• 
display of dwr prisoners ia Hanoi. ICRC^fass Itself ~~*- 
protasted to Hanoi stating, that espeored U.H. pilots are 

to fCH erestasnt. In li^t of their attian* 
they have not yet f o rward ed oar protest bat will do so 
shea ve tell thaw to. 


3. A letter seating In detail what we expect the 
ICRC to do In the event of war crises trials with an 
accompanying legal aawtaatti showing that oar asm are 
p Otis has been seat to Geneva. A cabled copy of the letter 
was delivered by Ambassador Goldberg on July Id. He 
pressed oar wish that the ICRC sake a public statement 
in the event of trials. Gallop in, Executive director 
of the ICRC, said that In the event of trials the ICRC 
would wa ke public Its private approaches to Barth Viet-Hse 
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<m th* gubj*ct of pfdtng of oar prisoners bug their 
right* la the event of. tari*Ia> inh saw sd or Coldberg 
will s«e tiaaiittt Gon*r4 of the ICRC on Vadaesdey * 

4« Xheapsoa and X law both spoken 

to Dobrynin that tbt Ssvlat t fex ion interest 

itself in the velrere o£ Jbwricaa prisoners of'watv 
to report our <i<Binrc l>w co l&acw. 

. 5, I if* have atiaulatad a substantial snaber of 
w i*a«t Coagr«a *ional <ad press warning of the 

effects' a£ t rfsfs* '. r “. . .... '-V '-.I". . ’ ' - .r • 

' ; 6^ '■ tpat, i tss ssd* * wefet>6at«aeat urging 

a* trials I-: 4 -,*,J -J/r’V"’ ;• 

7 * The Japanese Foreign Sinister and press have 
acd* y^t^r 'irirssimff tnfT stfir^r* the illegal it j of 
denying PQHf 'sfistas .to owe »«•' 

S> jrt toe direct^ eia* gabaesy ia Roa» to nttsope 
60 > .atetoto' to* Top*. . _ . 


' * ^ Sfe* is Md^ac^cnt dtiiJBr* Jooc4«Q“st .thelfWLte 
Bmim. toe cleared sod .totoitfced to the President s 
grg p ^^ > etktaaeaC to tk* fymzizxn public 

ia the event J& fee ~>nwwinr ewpt ' of Just cr SaesjDris 1 n , 
-<»w 'frf i Tr»'~' w fi^' If thtf . 

sMUMf aidax (l} dec trials wiXX be called off In 
oar booking «u'itQff«i «r $*) t6st%« prisoner* gw 
being pieced in Iflbaly target area* to prevent bombing. 
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10 . Seme weeks igo we had ortwjp^ » meeting with 
tht Sft? cbsrgt la Vientiane and bed i advised him that the 
0 . S. weald **** U disease with tbs - 3 LV all aspect# of 
prisoner trestvot, welfare and possible erchsngr . The 
Charge promptly took our Message to Hanoi. Sa returned 
over the weekend. Ve will eak for another meeting in 
the near rotor* if one baa not already been arranged. 


11. The Department has asked certain posts to 
convey to boat go v ataaea ts the seriousness with which we 
would view, any action taken to try or fmaf ah Aaericaa 
prisoners correctly held fey tbs £®V, sta ti ng that any 
sack action weald force as to seriously consider what 
steps wight be appropriate in the circumstances* To data 
this mas aims has been delivered, in Sew Delhi, Faria, Ottawa, 
Cairn, and Budapest. The first four governments undertook, 
implicitly or expressly, to convey the massage, while 
Hungary rejected it* Canada has instructed its Saaol 
representative to deliver the message orally to the Iffi?. 
Following enrCair© deserefce, the HAk informed aar Charge 
that it bad psssed tbs passag e to the W* Ambassador who 
ttfiimt t» accept cor Mote., la a dditi on , Saigon has asked 
tta SCC tv Mbs ear concern ewer trials k nown to Band, 
end Jar Us - vis Vogel tv East Garsan State Prosecutor 
Stair * bee passed tbs neesago to the for possible 
1 1 nmnf f rel to Bsnd* f*e also asked Trine Biaistac Wilson 
ned ttabne dwAd to csisa this carer with, the Soviet leaders 
urging then to intercede wltb the S*?. loth law raised 
the nstTitr Yesterday the Soviets made the point of 
eoKMuaciag pablidy their unwillingness to play any role. 

7 , ' 12* Ee are preceding with arrangements concerning 

/? ^' c Sorth Vletaaaese crewmen taken from FT hosts two 

weeks ago. If arrangements can be completed in ties we will 
offer repatriation of any seriously injured ermea by way 
of Caabodia. In any event, we have informed the ICEC thee 
they will soon be available to be interviewed by the IC&C 
sad their good treatment verified. (In the meantime, the 
GV5I has lmnedlate plans to re lease a number of Berth 
Vietoeaeoe prisoners within the next two or three days.) 

Oar action with regard to the FT cr ewa en nay be used as 
a preventWKt^flatep with regard to war crinea trials. The 
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®® a ct ion will certainly be denounced by the as a 
atteapt to show DRV lavobnoot la SVS. 



1* FE/VB is preparing a wire to our ntaa ian a in 
•boot twenty friendly eornnrries directing them to cel l 
apoft their host cawntries for appropri ate autcaests if 
war crimes trials are announced. 

2« X& is pr eparing a Utter froa the ftwsldeat to 
the S ecretary General end the President of the Security 
fTmmcf.l to be weed ia the sane met. 

3* !■* together with JAG end the General Counsel 

of DOB, are preparing a detailed analysis of the legal 
end formal grounds the DOT my wae ia war trials 

with particu lar r eferenda to the howhctg precedent. 

have received a c a bl e giving ua Tim feral shed 

ky the last G ermans as to the legal assists*-* Bast 
fiw« lawyers have tori shed the BRV, at the letter's 
request, on possible grounds for trlel» (It may be 
necessary to declassify sene parts of oar opera ting 
rules d£ engagement ia HW to establish the ianmenoca 
of mt pilots and the BSG with regard to unavoidable 
injuries to civilian population.) 


4. In discussions 
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4. la discussions with three American participants 
in the World Cause 11 of Quitches masting at Geneva, 

$mbm issador Goldberg urged that the Council take aa affirma- 
tive publicized stand against tbs threatened trials. The j 
promised to give this argent consideration. 

’ 5. In Dobrynin's absence ^ I will speak to Soviet 

Charge Zinchuk to impress on the Soviets the grave effects 
that war crimes trials would hove in this country and to 
urg e action on the Soviets. A parallel approach will be 
made by Kohler at a high level in Moscow. 

d. We are coordinating with DC© a unified position 
on w h e th er the €S6 ahoold offer to furnish counsel to 
asy fOWs ea trial, and If so, who oar beet candidates are. 
We have decided that no use should be made of the Inter- 
national Court of Justice* 

. , j£. * .* , “• . -/ *,?• v • ‘ 

7. We are In the first stages of work on how to 
get detailed reports <m any trials that are condocted 
(perhaps tteen^i the British, French or Canadian repre- 
sentativ es in Basel) sod on how to beet rebut the propa- 
ganda effects of what eay be two or three weeks of highly 
publicised shoo trials attacking bur boohing* 
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